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A special publication bythe Department of Psychology of the Faculty of Philosophy of Nish, Serbia, named "Individual and Environment - International Thematic Proceedings" is a monumental collection of 48 research papers, which were presented at an international conference in Nish in 2014. The main focus of the conference (and thus this special publication), was to explore the complexity of the relationships between an individual and her/his psycho-social environment. Judging by the diversity of perspectives presented in this collection, this International conference brought together researchers and practitioners from various fields of psychological research to create a rich and multifaceted way of looking at an individual and her/his environment.


The collection opens with the research on individual wellbeing (Rijavec, Self Help And Positive Psychology: Can Happiness Be Learned?), introducing perspectives of positive psychology, and with them, introducingraison d'êtrefor the psychological studiesof the complexities of the developing individuals in difficult, often convoluted and thorny psycho-social environments in the contemporary changing world.

The articles presented in this collection represent all sub-fields of psychology, dealing with neurological, genetic and biological aspects of psychological phenomena; emotional and motivational development; development of personality and identity; social relationships in many different settings; issues of perception and cognitive development; processes of learning and educational settings, teaching goals; group dynamics; issues of special education and uniqueness of individuals with special needs; as well as many other important perspectives on the tensions, problems and resolutions that individuals encounter as they navigate intricate social environments of today.A good example of the richness and diversity of the approaches in each of the subfields can be found among the articles that deal with schooling and education. They range from the focus on the issues of parenting and education, cultural marginalization vs emancipation, issues of the social status of the children with special needs and problems, bullying and social media, to the position of children with talent, and particular educational topics, like the study of teaching goals and construction of curricula.

This whole collection of articles represents the state of the art in contemporary psychology of the individual - with the specific orientations to the individual'sdiverse contexts of life. It is an invaluable source of the newest research findings - for the psychologists, educators, social workers and researchers in all domains of psychological and social practices, especially those who are concerned with the individual well-being, development, and achievement of personal and social goals.
